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AMENDMENTS T O TH.& CL AIMS 



1 . (Original) A method for preparing Mi organic starch ester comprising mixing a starch 
materia} wiih an ionic liquid solvent to dissolve the starch, rmd then treating tho dissolved starch 
with an org<mic eslerifying agent to form an organic starch ester, ajid subsequently separating the 
orgaJtric starch ester irom the solution. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to cialm 1 wherein #3© microwave 
irradiatiQn is applied to assist in dissolution and esterification. 

?. (Original i Tl-ic n-icthod aocording to claim 1 or 2 wherein pressure is applied to assist 
in dissoiiiiion and osterification, 

4. (Original) The raetliod according to claim i wherein the ionic liquid solvent Is moitsn 
at a tetiiperaturs: of below 200. ^Cv 

5. {Pre^ iousiy i''roso'-!Jed;> The method according to claini I wherein the cation of the 
liquid solvent is selected from the groiip consisting of 
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^vhe^em R* and are independeaay a Cj-Q aikyl or Ca-G^ alkoxyalkj^ group, artd r\ R", r'\ 
R'l, r ', R** aiid are independently hydrogen, a CrC^ aikyl, Q-Q alkoxylalkyl or CrQ alkoxy 

whemn the anion of the ionic liquid soiyent is lialogen, thiocj^tnate, cy^nste, or Cj 
carboxiyMei. 

C>, (Pre¥iou8siy Presented) The method acoordmg to elaim 5 wherein said cation 



conipris&s 




.L!o .! < aso each- a>du)^^ci! jnd R' dt d R" are ihc iunio or dirleseni <xn<i :cp,c-^.!\ ^ 



alkyj, and s^aid iimon i.s hasogen 
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7. iOiiianal) Iho method according to claim 1 wherein the starch material is native 

siarch or hydrolyzed starch. 

8. (Originai) ITie method according to claim I wherein the organic starch ester is 
separated from the solution by adding a jioii-solvent for the organic starch ester to precipitate the 
organic starch ester. 

9. (OrigiM) the tasihpd accprdmg to claiiix^ wherein the non-rsolvent is ah aicdKol, a 
ketotiej aeetdjiitriiej s poiyglyeol, an ether or waisr. 

1(K (Original) The meliiod accordii% to claim 1 wherem the organic starch ester ia 
separated by extraction with-anon-soivertt for the: ionic liquid soIversL 

II. (Cuirently Amended) I'he method according to chjins I wherein Uu: <>rganic 
esterifying ogeni is a CVf"-: carhoKylic acid or a reactive dc^\■;VL;^-J thcreoiL..So.i;^.rc;ACiive 
leTivaUve„xs;.Vt;i^^^^^^^ lalogens or esters formed wit h ethslciacalK urisaiurated 

a leohois . 

12 a '.-"''entlx \^^iu-Kh-c^! r.;.' n-ioiitoil accorcirsg lo cUiUr P \v*)cs'cr' I'i ( , 
carhoxyr.c ^^.-so. o; ^ ;e:.i.Uu' Jt^uvativc Lh».roof is fosmsc acid, acctic actU. p'-opiftojf, .,c..l, 
biuanoic <kk}> acctio anliydride, propanoic anhydndc or hutanoic anhydride^ said rcactivo 
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dcnvainc compns'ni^ asfnychmc s, halogens 05 estofs foTrticd \> rdh cth\ IcnicaCy (.nt>at uratecl 



13, (Previousiy Presented) The metliDd according to claim S whsrda said anion is 

14, {Currs^nth /vmonded) The method according to claim 1 wherein ijaid organic 
ehicntymg agcni is a CrCy ciirboxylic acid or a reactive derivative thereo f, said reacti\'C 
derivative comprising anhydrides, halogens or esters fom i ed wth e thylenicaliy uiisaturated 
alcehols. . 



alcohols. 
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